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Why Computer Ethics?
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Mozilla RCR Project
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Bemidji State University Grant

Goal: Create a central repository of ethics modules
Organizers: Marty Wolf and Colleen Greer
Other Participants: Patrick Anderson, Emanuelle Burton, Judy Goldsmith,
Darakshan Mir, Jaye Nias, Evan Peck
Accomplishments:

Found modules
Defined criteria for evaluation [next slide]
Evaluated modules

When available: Probably December
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Evaluation Criteria

Scaffolding for instructors
Scaffolding for students
Ease of curricular incorporation
Assessment guidance
Analysis of the focus of the module
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Examples
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CS 315 or 515
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Complexity of Algorithms
Software Engineering
CyberSecurity
Machine Learning

Concrete Complexity Measure: Cups of Coffee

1. Start off by setting up a static variable that will be useful in this lab: the watts
used by your computer. You can use a default value of 200, or look up the specific
value for the computer you’re using.
2. Find something that consumes (a small amount of) energy and determine how
many watt-hours that uses. For example, you might find the number of watt-hours
it takes to make a cup of coffee. Make a variable for this amount. In later parts of
the lab you’ll be expressing your programming work in, e.g., energy it would take
to make a cup of coffee.
3. We’ll be determining the complexity of a program by timing it. Make a method
that takes a floating point number of seconds and returns the number of
watt-hours consumed.
…
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Software Engineering
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Deep Dive Into CyberSecurity
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CypherPunks
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Deep Fakes Overview
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Richard M. Nixon
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Places to Look for Modules
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EmbeddedEthiCS, Harvard University
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Markula Center, Santa Clara University
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Computing Ethics Narratives
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There’s So Much More

And never time for questions. Email me.
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